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Dear Participants,
· It is my pleasure to be here with you today in this important workshop organized jointly by the ITU, AIBD and the ABU. 

· This workshop, which has been organized just before the Asia Media Summit, was aimed to share knowledge and experience with participants on the technology, regulation and business considerations necessary when planning the introduction of Digital Broadcasting (DTTB). I am glad to note that the objective was well achieved through presentations and effective discussions.  
· As my colleague Ms. Eun-Ju Kim detailed in the opening, the ITU and all its three sectors, viz., Radiocommunication, Standardization and Development, play a vital role in digital broadcasting through global management of the radio-frequency spectrum and satellite orbits, availability of appropriate standards to apply, assistance on policy and regulatory and building human capacity. 

· I am glad to see that this workshop, which has organisers and participants from both telecommunication and broadcasting sectors, has discussed both the opportunities and challenges including: 
· New telecommunication and broadcasting technologies that are bringing new opportunities and challenges;

· Experiences of countries (such as Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Thailand), operators and manufacturers in the various areas of transition as a number of countries in Asia-Pacific region have developed their roadmaps and are undergoing trial as well as transition;
· Appropriate national policies and regulations in detail ranging from deciding on the ASO date, developing a national roadmap including all stakeholders, creation of a national committee to manage the transition as well as building awareness of the consumers and broadcasters is very important.
· Although significant progress has been made, there are several forthcoming challenges that will need to be addressed as countries implement their transitions including the issue of digital dividend.

· I am grateful for your trust in the ITU and assure you that that ITU will remain at your disposal to assist in best possible and feasible manner in the process.
· In doing so, I count on the support from our partners in Asia-Pacific Region, AIBD, ABU as well as Members and development agencies.

· As you already know, the ITU’s work in this area has received considerable support from the Korea Communications Commission in Africa as well as Asia-Pacific. The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission of Thailand as well as Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy of Australia have also supported assistances in the Asia-Pacific while we look forward to other partners joining the initiative soon.

· Before closing, let me now thank 
· the Thai Public Broadcasting Service for hosting this workshop;
· the AIBD and ABU for organizing this workshop with the ITU;
· the experts for sharing their knowledge; and 
· all participants for your presence today despite your busy schedule.
· For those, who would be joining the Asia Media Summit tomorrow, I look forward to seeing you there and to those who would be travelling back, I wish you a safe journey home.
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